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From the President

Hunt Hawkins, University of South Florida
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First, let us recall our splendid
. convention in Louisville this past
November under the leadership of
~ President Allen Josephs. It contin-
b ued the successful innovations of
recent conventions such as poster
presentations, a poetry and song
writing session, additional creative
writing sessions, Harper travel
awards for graduate students, and an increased pres
of graduate students on regular panels and those of
their own. With its emphasis on theater, the Louisvillg
convention added some innovations, including two e
cellent dramatic readings. We hope to continue all of
these at our upcoming convention at the Renaissanc
Hotel in Atlanta on November-8.

For me, going to SAMLA for the past thirty
years has always been associated with fall. It seemg
strange to say, but going gives me the same feeling |
had as a Marylander returning to college in Massach

setts each September. TH
fruitfulnesso is tinged
vides a charge of invigd
ber and | dm driving fron

the outlying conventions in places such as Louisville.
pass bales of cotton lying in the fields of south Georg
and transition from palms to pines to deciduous trees
with leaves turning red and gold. And it gives me a jo
of energy, a new start and commitment. Even though
many of you will be travelling different routes, some
even coming south, | hope SAMLA provides you with
the same energy.

The upcoming conference promises to be ver
exciting. The theme is i
ties. o Not all panel s
need they be, but many will. The Plenary Critical
Speaker will be Anne McClintock, Simone de Beauvd
Professor at the University of Wisconsin. The Plenary
Creative Speaker will be Caribbean novelist Caryl Ph
lips, Professor at Yale University. The Featured Write
will be Tony Grooms, Professor at Kennesaw Stat
author ofBombingham.
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The city of Atlanta is, of course, one of the ven-
erable homes of civil and human rights move-
ments going back at least until the end of the
nineteenth century when W. E. B. DuBois taught
at Atlanta University. At the convention we plan
a special panel featuring participants in the civil
rights movement of the 1960s. We also hope to
work in conjunction with the Carter Center, the
National Black Arts Festival, and the new South-
ern Center of Human Ri
expand our audience by reaching out to high
cneghool teachers in the area.

The conference theme is a timely one,
unfortunately. If you pick up almost any newspa-
per, youo6ll find stori
rights abuses. It is also a theme deeply inter-
twined with our profession as teachers of the hu-
manities. Both human rights and the humanities
are founded on a conce
concept has been called into question in a variety
of ways over the past century: through exclusion
of certain groups of people from the category,
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r CaNEEPLoQur congetence Wil askyvpajfoupda-g <
n tipns forehyman rightsandhe phuganities regigin
| in the twentyfirst century, how human rights
ia might inform the humanities, and how the hu-
manities might advance human rights. | look for-
+ ward very much to seeing you in Atlanta as we
tackle these issues. And | hope we will all be re-
invigorated for the year ahead.
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2008 Honorary Membe
Ronald Schuchard

At the convention in Louisville

Ronald Schuchard received the
2008 SAMLA Honorary Member
award. Professor Schuchard is
Goodrich C. White Professor of
English at Emory University. His
primary area of study is twentieth
century British, Irish, and Anglo-
phone literature. He received this award in recogni
for his service to the profession and our organizati
over the years. His many awards and accolades in
clude the 2000 SAMLA Studies Book Award for
Eli ot 6s (OefardkUP,A898)eProfessor
Schuchardds gracious ac
reprinted in the Winter 2009 issue 8buth Atlantic
ReviewWA speci al session i
Poetry and Poetds Prose:
will be held at the 2009 convention.

tion

South Atlantic Revie

SAR Submissions Policy

The editors oSouth Atlantic Reviewel-
come submissions of scholarly essays
concerned with the study of language, li
erature, rhetoric and composition, and
other topics of scholarly concern. Essays
may be submitted in English and lan-

guages other than EnglisBARis a peer
reviewed journal and adheres to the high-
est level of academic standards. Consider
sending your work or proposing a special

topic for the journal. Specific submissions
requirements are available on the website
at www.samla.gsu.edu.
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2009 SAMLA Convention

SPECcIAFocUs HUMAN RGHTSAND THEHUMANITIES
RENAISSANGHOTEIATLANTADOWNTOWN
ATLANTA GEORGIA

NOVEMBER-8

SPEAKERSND SPECIAKUESTS

QRITICAIPLENARY
Anne McClintock

FEATUREIBUEST
(fiction)
Tony Grooms

QREATIVIPLENARY
Caryl Phillips

2009 SAMLA C ONVENTION
DEADLINES
Through Aprilg Special Session Proposals ac-
cepted.

Through April 3G; Regular, Affiliated Group,
and Special Session call for papers updated o
the website. (During this time, presentation
proposals will be accepted by the chairs. See
the CFP listing on the web site for-tgpdate
session listings.)

June 1¢ Panel information due to the SAMLA
Office from session chairs.

July 15¢ Convention Schedule posted on the
web site.

September 1 SAMLA membership renewal
deadline for conference presenters and sessio
chairs.



From the Executive Director

Renée Schatteman, Georgia State Univer

Sity

The 2008 SAMLA conference in
Louisville, Kentucky was, by all
accounts, a great success with a
full and engaging program, a
lovely location, and an extraordi-
narily helpful hotel staff. The con-
ference featured over 570 individ-
ual presenters in 145 special and regular sessions, wi
some twenty sessions devoted to our special focus or]
Drama. In addition, we invited two plenary speakers
(outlined below) and four featured guests or speakers
including the writer Silas House and MLA representa-
tive David Laurence. The program also offered numer
ous roundtable discussions, poster sessions, and poe|
readings, in keeping with our recent trend to diversify

the format of events at the conference. While continuf

ing to emphasize its regional identification, SAMLA
has also seen increased attendance from other geo-
graphical areas, as evidenced by the fact that nearly 4
third of the presenters were from outside the southeas
US or from abroad.

The 2008 Friday afternoon plenary speaker wa

H.R. Stoneback, Distinguished Professor of English at

State University of New York (New Paltz), widely pub-
lished literary critic and poet, and leading Hemingway

scholar of international
talk, entitled ASpirit o
cal, Cartographical and

mind the mysteries of place found in Kentucky writers
such as Allen Tate, James Sitill, and Elizabeth Madox
Roberts and outlined the types of knowledge needed
a truly informed close r
ence was notable throughout the conference as he w4

al so a contributing pertf
tion of Vanderbilt Poets
etry of MusicoO sessions

cial session in his honor where as many as seventeer]
presenters spoke of the importance of his work and c4
reer. His plenary talk was followed by a wine and
cheese reception, evening sessions, and a dramatic
reading of a one agqtlay written by Romulus Linney
which was performed by students from Northern Ken-
tucky University under the directorship of Sandra Forg
man.

th

On Saturday afternoon, another dramatic readin
of Li nnéthiétene theoplaif ennessee was
performed by students from Susquehanna University u
der the direction of Doug Powers. Linney was on hand
view and respond to both student performances, provic
ing an enlightening exchange between the playwright &
his work. In fact, Linney movingly declared that the en-
actment ofTennesserevealed an aspect about the centt
meaning of this play for him that he had never before r

alized. Both readings al
Saturday afternoon pl enai
of ITlliteracyo in which |

about the people of Appalachia and then went on to ou
line some of his beliefs about what makes plays work &
about the writing process in general.

The SAMLA Evening events included Allen Jo-
sephds presidenti al addr
Maverick, Or Joseph Campl
tryi n which he drew upomihec ol
Her o 6 s tdreflact upan yhe shape of his own ca-
reer. Campbell 6s dictum 1
have a great influence on Joseph who chose to travel t
Europe as a young adult where he happened upon Sp:
and so eagerly soaked up the Spanish language and c
tture that i1t became fithe

fashion his profession and his life out of his passion, Jc
S sephs made choices that would mark him as an acade
mavericld taking an academic position at a new, re-
gional university rather than a flagship institution so as
have greater autonomy to
trae/gl extersively ana crosSdisoiplirary divsdespd seid
f Héhingwayfrom Bd perspectivie ef Swhmnish gultureCle
Coslephibal addresacy emi analelde c
passion plays in our research and of the importance of
encouraging our students to follow their bliss.
for We are grateful to the many volunteers, commit:
e &d mamperspahd oat mengbership forShe suscesg of ¢
s 2008 convention. | look forward to the months ahead a

L

o thapeyou willjoin ushneAtlaita in NovembeG e n e r &
0 and the fAMusic of Poetr
and the featured guest at

J

SAMLA Office and Newsletter Staff
i_
Business Manager and Managing EdB&R:Lara Smith
Layout and Design EditoBrian Domit

SAMLA Assistant:Kay Ware

Page 3



2008 Convention Impressions

SAMLA Presidents Celebrating at the Annual Presidential 2008 Honorary Member Ronald Schuchard with 2007
Reception honoring 2008 President Allen Josephs. SAMLA President Bert Hitchcock.

2008 Critical Pl enary S p e a k e2008 Areative PlenangSpeakee Bomulus Sriney arel Dieec- k

zand SAMLA Members at the Convention. tor of Friday eveningbs speci
SAMLA Members Tom and Pearl McHaney wBAREditor 2008 President Allen Josephs with H.R. Stoneback and
Matthew Roudané. Romulus Linneg old friends reunite at SAMLA.
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